
Growth Group Questions for Week 1 of Fall 2017
Sermon Date = 9/10/17

Sermon Series = When Necessary
Sermon Title = Making Disciples
Sermon Text = Matthew 28:18-20

1. Go around the group and introduce yourselves (or catch up with each other) and share a 
little bit about your summer.

2.  Talk through the Purpose of Growth Groups together.

3. Discuss (and sign if you are ready) the Growth Group Covenant.

4. Did anything about today’s sermon, When Necessary: Making Disciples, surprise or 
challenge you? What was your take-away from the sermon today?

5.  Read Matthew 28:18-20 again. This text is often called the Great Commission. What does it 
mean to “make disciples?” How do these verses relate to Aldersgate’s mission of raising up 
deeply devoted disciples of Jesus? 

6.  What did Jesus mean when he said, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age?” In what ways, if any, do you recognize the presence of Jesus in your life? What weight 
does this carry in your life as a disciple?

7. Read Mark 16:15-18, Luke 24:45-49 and John 20:21-23. What similarities do you see 
between these texts and the Great Commission in Matthew that we studied together this week? 
What differences to you see? What aspects of discipleship might the writers of these texts have 
been trying to emphasize?

8. Pastor Gary shared five characteristics of a disciple of Jesus. Did you strongly identify with 
any of these? Did any seem more challenging than others?

9. We believe here at Aldersgate that a disciple of Jesus is called to grow in faith and spiritual 
maturity. This often requires recognizing where we are on our spiritual journey and identifying 
what next step we can take to participate in our own growth and development. What might be 
your next step? Beginning a practice of daily reading of and meditation on scripture? 
Committing to a Growth Group? Attending Sunday School? Serving within the church in some 
capacity? Serving in our local mission field? Signing up for a short-term mission trip? Something 
else? How could your group assist you in your growth?

10. Part of growing as disciples is not only attending to those areas where growth is needed but 
also recognizing and cultivating our strengths. Have you identified or has someone identified in 
you any particular spiritual gifts? To read about spiritual gifts, check out 1 Corinthians 12. To 
take a simple online inventory, go to http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-
assessment.

11. How might your Growth Group pray for you this week?  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